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Promoting Men’s Health on the Tweed Coast
P&DMS website—http://padms.org/
AMSA website—https://mensshed.org/
Spanner in the Works—https://malehealth.org.au/

Important Dates to Remember
March

Thurs 31– Dinner at The Tavern 5.00pm

April

Sat. 2nd—St Ambrose School fete
Tues. 12th - Members meeting, 10.00am
Wed 27th - Drinks at The Sports Club, 5.00pm

May

Tues. 3rd - AMSA Regional Meeting at P&DMS
Thurs. 26th - Dinner at The Tavern, 5.30pm

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President - John Taylor
Vice President - Owen Reynolds
Secretary - John Wells
Treasurer - Michael Ryan
Committee Members:

Jim Vane; Leighton Meredith; David Ross

POTTSVILLE & DISTRICT MEN’S SHED: History of the shed’s first two years
In September 2013, the men from Beachside Church in Pottsville met for a social dinner. Over dinner it was
discussed how they could contribute to the Pottsville community, now and into the future. The subject of a
men’s shed for Pottsville was presented and it was decided to investigate this further as it seemed like an excellent programme for retired men and would provide another option to support the families of our community.
Fast forward a couple months and after discussions with federal, state and local government representatives,
visits to other men’s sheds in the Tweed area and input from people who had assisted with commencing other men’s sheds, they were convinced that a men’s shed would be a very positive inclusion into Pottsville.
However Beachside Church was not large enough to support the development of a men’s shed and, as it
would be a community shed then the community should be involved in the establishment and development
of the shed. This would make the shed uniquely a Pottsville programme.
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The first open meeting to discuss the proposal was scheduled for the 21st of November 2013 at the Pottsville
Sports Club. Notices of the meeting were placed around town and invitations handed out at the Pottsville Sunday market the week before the meeting. Some of the invitations were taken by men but many were taken by
women for their husbands. At this first meeting 35 men attended. Allan May gave the presentation and Pastor
Alan Pillay kept a record of the attendance.
Information from AMSA gave a comprehensive overview of men’s sheds and after a couple of hours it was decided to meet again in December and form a steering committee to get the ball rolling for which 21 men volunteered, a response far beyond expectations. Because these men were mostly new acquaintances and everyone’s history unique, it was decided to form seven committees, each with three members who in turn joined the
committee where their experiences and strengths could be best used.
These committees comprised, Policies and Procedures, Building and Grounds, Programme, Site Venues, Finance,
Promotion, Membership, and Tools, Equipment and Materials. One person was nominated from each committee to form a steering committee of seven. The first shed committee was:
President: Allan May
Vice President: Michael Ryan
Secretary: Ron Taggart
Treasurer: Tim Whitfield
Committee members: Leighton Meredith, Ian Cooper and Noel Mather
The shed’s vision, which is essential for any organisation to achieve its future, was embraced by the men of
Pottsville and the energy required to make the shed become a reality was beginning to emerge. This essential
ongoing vision is vital to guide future shedders as they grow and expand the shed through each growth phase.
This was a vision for the future, realising that without land to grow onto, the shed would not realise its real potential.
The primary concern was a venue which was proving difficult to find. Several possibilities were investigated, but
finally decided on a portion of land on the sports field at Black Rocks as an ideal place to establish the shed. This
was council land which allowed the shed to apply for government grants and would support the the building and
equipping of the shed. While awaiting approval to build at Black Rocks, and confronting some minority group
objections, the Pottsville Beach Public School offered the use of one of their demountable class rooms, for which
the shed is very thankful. This was set up as an equipped workshop which was used for two years.
The shed wishes to acknowledge the greatly appreciated support from Hutchinson Builders who donated a shipping container to the shed for onsite storage. Thanks to Alan Pillay at that time for arranging this donation and
to Beachside Church for their financial support.
St. Laurence’s College in Brisbane donated four work benches at the request of Noel Mather who was previously
a coordinator of the manual arts section of the school. These benches were essential for the successful operation of the shed and are still in use today. The Pottsville community was also very supportive as the shed faced
opposition from green groups and unfortunately a small group of four shed members who wanted to close the
Black Rocks Sports field and revegetate the whole area. Storage was also a great challenge as donations to the
shed flooded in from the members of the community. With very limited funds the Pottsville Storage Shed was
approached who graciously provided the use of of one of their sheds for a year at no cost, to store the excess
tools and equipment. Throughout all this, membership continued to grow and the shed’s contribution and support for the local communities continued to build with work done at the school, preschool and around the town
in general. The Pottsville & District Men’s Shed was making a name for itself.
Editor - Thank you to Allan May for putting this together and for his contribution to the shed from its inception
to the present.
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SHED NEWS & ACTIVITIES
A real highlight was the performance of the Potty Pluckers at their gig at The Nook on Sunday 12th December.

The editor sent a report on this to
the Tweed Valley Weekly which they
subsequently published, headed,
“The Pluckers Rock Nook Cafe” as
follows:

“The Potty Pluckers spread some
Christmas cheer at The Nook cafe in
Hastings Point on Sunday December
12 with a two hour session of tantalising tunes.

The Pluckers are a talented musical group
formed by members of the Pottsville & District Men’s Shed and spreading joy is one
of the activities enjoyed by shed members.

The group of 14 comprises guitars, a harmonica, percussion and vocals, and performed a medley of 50’s and 60’s hits,
blues, jazz and Christmas carols and songs,
greatly appreciated by their audience of
around 30 enjoying their morning coffees.

The ages of the Pluckers range from late 60’s to mid 80’s and they can be seen down at the shed practicing for
four hour sessions on Monday afteroons under their maestro Rod Stoker.
“Their senior member and singer Pat O’Kane still holds an excellent note.” Mr Stoker said. “
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SHED NEWS & ACTIVITIES continued
Thanks go to the the eight shedders who have volunteered to participate in the St. Ambrose School Living
Well Library event on 1st April. The school has also invited P&DMS to participate in their fete on Saturday
2nd April with a stall to promote shed activities. These events represent a great way to connect with our
community.

The shed congratulates member Les Hardy receiving the Lions Club, Cabarita Beach and Pottsville Beach, Community Service award and former member, Grant (Jack) Frost receiving the Tweed Shire Council’s Volunteer of
the Year 2021 for his SES activities. Les also sold more than half the tickets for the raffle associated with the
Pottsville Greenback Fishing Competition.
The “barefoot bowls” evening on 16th December at the Sports Club provided the usual entertainment with 30
members and wives attending. It was good to see Terry with 2r’s and wife Glen joining us from the Gold Coast.
All starters rounded off the evening with a Chinese meal at the club.
P&DMS has been chosen again to host the AMSA Northern Rivers regional meeting on Tuesday 3rd May. This
was most successfully run at the shed only last year and is indicative of our organising efforts.
Mike Middleton has stepped down from his position as Health & Safety Officer. Many thanks to Mike and to
Dermot Wiley who has volunteered to replace him.
Also thank you to David Miles for volunteering to replace David Llewellyn on the food pick up roster for the
Pottsville Beach Neighbourhood Centre Pantry, David retiring following
his eye accident and we also thank him for his contribution.
The shed has been fortunate to gain the membership of Brian Mackney.
Brian is a former President of Bangalow Men’s Shed and brings a wealth
of experience. He has agreed to join the planning committee on work
associated with the preparation and submission of the DA for the proposed shed extension.
The walking, kayaking and Gravel Rashes groups are going strong and are
always looking for more starters. The walking group is on Monday mornings, the kayakers are ad hoc while the Gravel Rashes bikes ride on Monday and Friday mornings. The contacts for the walkers and kayakers is
John Taylor and Craig Buttfield for the cyclists. Most of these hardy competitors agree that the social coffee at the end is probably the best part.
In fact some just turn up for the coffee!

Here is Gravel Rasher Peter Howell enjoying his usual milkshake at The
Nook. Peter has improvised his sun protection with a paper serviette!
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SHED NEWS & ACTIVITIES Continued
Several shedders and their wives went on an excursion on
the Brunswick River with some amusing outcomes.
This photo shows Pappy exploring the bush alongside the
bank, with Noel offering help and Robin looking amused. As
a result Little Jim was sacked from his role on the helm!
Actually the most difficult experiences of the day were
getting in and out of the boat, a result of too many thday
cakes!

Our pommy Gravel Rasher Steve has returned to his home in
Dorset for the English summer and is shown wearing his shirt
inscribed, “Aussie Steve”.

NEW MEMBERS
The shed welcomes new members, Ray Britten, Peter Kus, Graham McKew, Mark Schninagl and Anthony

Shannon.
A big thank you to two of these new members already volunteering for the triathlons. Anthony Shannon has
revealed his allegiance to the Collingwood AFL club. Can we cope with another one!
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FUND RAISING
The Pottsville Markets stall on 19th December raised $1,328 selling an array of planter boxes, planter wheel
barrows, bird boxes and an array of other items. Thank you to those shedders who manned the stand.
Around 20 members volunteered as marshals and for other activities at each of the Kingscliff and Tweed Coast
Enduro Triathlons on 30th January 26th and 27th February . The Kingscliff event raised $1100 but unfortunately the Enduro was cancelled due to bad weather conditions.
These triathlons are great money earners for the shed. Thanks go to Allan May as coordinator for his work in
recruiting members, allocating their duties, the volunteers themselves and NX Sports for including the shed in
the running of these events.
Thanks to shedders, Michael Ryan, David Miles, Graeme Miller and John Taylor who manned the stand at the
Bunnings Christmas Night market on 9th December. This event proved not to be focussed on our target market but we did raise $59 and it served to maintain our relationship with Bunnings.

DONATIONS
Kingscliff Triathlon:

$1100

GRANTS
The application submitted for a grant under the NSD programme in respect of various items totalling
$8,981 has been approved in part as follows:
Northern Rivers Men’s Shed gathering in May.

$2,975

Enclosure of shed portico area - mat

$2,080

Total

$5,055

National Australia Bank - flood relief grant of $1,000.
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MEMBER PROJECTS

Planter boxes of varying sizes

Chocolate Wheel for Lions Club

Wine Rack

Wine Rack

Beautifully Restored Sewing Table

Table
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MEMBER PROJECTS (continued)

Planter box wheel barrows
planted with herbs

Chocolate Wheel for
Lions Club

Bird Boxes and potential
occupant
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Member Profiles—DAVID LLEWELYN
David was born in 1950 at the Riverina town of Corowa on the Murray. His family were on the
land raising merinos and growing wheat. David grew up with a brother and two sisters. In those
days they ploughed using a team of Clydesdales.
At the age of three David moved with his family to another property at Yetman, north west of
Inverell.
The next move was to a property at Biloela QLD, growing crops and sharing space with a dairy
farm. At this time David started school at a two teacher school at Jambin Public School. Yet another move to Springshaw
to a wheat property saw him start at Emerald High School as a boarder at the CWA premises.
On matriculation, David entered The QLD Agricultural College at Gatton, graduating with a degree in Applied Science in
Rural Technology specialising in Beef Cattle Husbandry.
He obtained his first job, without even an interview (they were the days!), as Rural Animals Industry tutor at Longreach
Pastoral College, teaching boys (no girls then), how to develop animal husbandry skills. David needed a truck and obtained his truck licence with a 20m drive!
His next move was to Rockhampton to the CSIRO, associated with tropical beef cattle research. The results of this research initiated the import of Brahmin cattle suited to tropical conditions and the subsequent breeding of “synthetic”
mixed breeds.
As part of the CSIRO’s Division of Animal Health he was sent to Melbourne for six months training as a laboratory technician. In his recreation time, as a keen golfer, David took to Melbourne’s famed sand belt courses and improved his game
immensely. Lunch times were indulged in table tennis.
David then took another opportunity and joined the QLD Primary Industry Department as a beef advisor. He spent 18
months at the Brigelow Research Station learning the ropes relating to brigelow property development. (Ed. note - brigelow country is found in north west NSW and western QLD, dominated by the beautiful black barked silver leafed brigelow
trees.)

David was then moved to Warwick for seven years and subsequently to Goondiwindi for another seven years where he
met, now current shedder, Dennis Scanlon. Dennis at that time was into marketing, trialling sale of cattle by computerised assessment, thus bypassing the stock yards. David involved himself in this and moved to Kingaroy working in computer aided livestock marketing. As an aside, he lived next door to Joh’s chauffeur and met the Premier himself, an interesting experience!
His final move was to Moree with the NSW Department of Agriculture as a beef consultant. David was at Moree for 23
years and met and married a fellow Queenslander, Meredith, in Moree in 1994.
They have a daughter, Sally, who lives in Sydney. The wedding was in mid summer and the temperature that day was 40
degrees. David relates that Meredith went to the Artesian Motel which was housing the visiting guests and prior to their
arrivals turned their air conditioners up to full, however not realising they were on heating, resulting in temperatures up
over 60!
On retirement they moved to Port Macquarie and bought a 100 acres at Wauchope raising cattle for five years.

They moved to Pottsville in 2019. David is a keen tennis player and joined the local club. He also joined the men’s shed
where his practical farm skills are shown to good effect on the shed equipment. David has also been part of the shed’s
“bread run” team delivering free groceries from Woolworths Kingscliff to the Pottsville Beach Neighbourhood Centre
Pantry. Both he and Meredith are committed members of the Murwillumbah Presbyterian church.
David recently experienced an unfortunate altercation with a protruding rear windscreen wiper, damaging his right eye
and losing his sight in that eye. He is recovering well and has been advised that his field of vision is now at the stage
where he is eligible for his driving licence. David has joined our one eyed shed contingent comprising Kevin and Theo S.
This is disregarding our resident one eyed Collingwood supporter whose vision is limited to black and white.
(Ed. - Many thanks for the interview David. Your sojourns around NSW and QLD country were of great interest to me
with my own associations with the land. Very good to see you back at the shed and a big thank you for your example to
us all during your recovery.)
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Member Profiles— TONY HASAART
Tony’s parents migrated from the Netherlands and he was born in 1953 in Gosford.
The family moved to Darwin and at the age of 5 and moved to Forestville, Sydney, where Tony
attended Forestville Public School and subsequently Forest High School.
On leaving school, Tony took up an electrical apprenticeship at the naval dockyard at Garden
Island mainly working on the maintenance of patrol boats and other small craft, but also fitting in
6 months work on HMAS Melbourne. Tony then trained as a Technical Officer and set up electrical and fitting and turning apprenticeship training at the torpedo maintenance station at Neutral
Bay.
After 10 years as a civilian working with the navy, Government cut backs ended this part of Tony’s career and he started
his own marine electrical business at Akuna Bay off the Hawkesbury.
Tony at this stage had met his wife Fran, married in 1977 and bought a home at Berowra. They have a family of two sons
and a daughter.

Tony sold the Akuna Bay business after 2 years and they moved up to the Hunter Valley to a partnership with his in-laws
on a 1,000acre property, 500 of which was leased. They ran beef cattle and a piggery, the latter containing 1,000 pigs,
managed by Tony. The property also ran a saw mill producing stockyard timber. They also had a rural supplies shop in
town, supplying irrigation and other equipment to the burgeoning wine industry. The property also stocked race horses,
which Tony rode for training.
The cattle were an Italian variety bred for their low fat content and the partnership won a contract with McDonalds, as
apparently they went well in a Big Mac! One of their bulls, a huge animal standing almost 6 feet, was Reserve Champion
at the Sydney Royal Easter Show.
In 1986 interest rates rose to 22.5% and they sold up everything apart from 140 acres.
Tony then scored a position as an underground electrician on the building of the Perisher Ski Tube from Bullocks Flat to
the ski resort. They moved to Jindabyne to an on site caravan that they had been using for skiing holidays and subsequently bought a home in Berridale, between Jindabyne and Cooma.
Tony then worked for Southern Fire Protection for 10 years certifying buildings in the resorts, also honing his skiing prowess.
In 1998, they leased the restaurant at the bottom of Mt. Perisher, which Fran, as a chef, managed. One of their sons was
selected in the Australian Junior Ski Team and as Tony relates could beat him skiing backwards!
In 2000, Tony turned his hand to yet another venture making furniture out of reclaimed timber, supplying a developer of
new units in Thredbo. Then after 3 years moved back into fire protection.
In 2011, in this role, Tony contracted to BHP, FIFO to Groote Eylandt and still in this job moved to Pottsville. At that time
BHP cancelled their contractors and he acquired a job in fire protection at Lismore and in 2016 to central Queensland on
fire protection associated with mining gear.
In 2017 he returned to FIFO to Jindabyne and then back to the Queensland job. 2020 saw the emergence of Covid and
Tony’s retirement and he now enjoys limiting himself to electrical work and woodwork for family and friends.

The breadth of Tony’s recreational activities rival his working career. He snorkelled for years with the Manly Skin Divers
up and down the Northern Beaches and the the South and North Coasts. Also while in Sydney in the 70’s, he sailed with
the Middle Harbour 16 foot skiff club and ocean racing with the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht club based on Pittwater, including a Sydney Hobart on a 50 footer. Later on he sailed two crew Flying 15’s on Lake Jindabyne from the 90’s until 2011.
Tony joined the shed in 2014 as one of our 14 foundation members and his practical skills in the shed are well evidenced.
Editor- Thank you Tony, a most enjoyable interview. How did you fit all this in, not a dull moment!
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THE FLOOD—2022
The Northern Rivers have experienced the worst floods in living memory at the end of February/beginning of
March 2022, with further heavy rains following at the end of March, causing some areas to flood again.
Pottsville was not immune and several shedders homes were affected. Parts of Cabarita also flooded and Robin
and Jo Barrass had to be evacuated by boat. They were most fortunate that due to their slight elevation, their
home was the only one in their street to avoid the flood.
Many thanks to those shedders who have volunteered for the
clean up, donating linen, clothing and food and providing accommodation.
The shed itself was flooded to a level of one metre. Thanks go to
those shedders who helped in the initial clean up, particularly
with the removal of the thick red mud with gurneys and
brooms.
The shed is on council land and they have closed all buildings on
council land, due to potential health concerns associated with
mould. At the time of writing, the reopening of the shed remains uncertain. However we are in contact with the council to
make progress with drying, cleaning and urgent remedial works,
including the removal of damaged internal cladding and insulation.

We are thankful to the NAB bank for their flood relief grant of $1,000.
On a further note about the flood—several of our shedders rallied to help Iris and Peter Howell when their home flooded,
and we received this lovely note back from them
“Dear John and shedders , Dropping in to say
thanks to you all:
They meet in a shed - They talk and have fun
When you are in need - They come on the run
Carving up carpet that oozes with mud
They help you smile in the midst of a flood ....
Colleen bakes scones with cream and jam
They were fine enough to please every man
Exercising their muscles with mop and brooms
We soon believed we still had rooms.

John had it organised without any fuss
When Pete went to John Flynn to keep up the
pace Their messages kept a smile on his face.
His heart will now beat for many more years He’ll
always have shedders to help through the fears
Our thanks can be written with paper and pen
While our hearts sure honour the mighty Shed
men !

With deep gratitude ,
Iris and Peter Howell”

Their shed was flooded but they came to us

Curlew Capers Editor—Jim Hutchings
Publisher—Christene McKinnon

Like us on Facebook @ Pottsville
and District Men's Shed Inc.

Note: As Michael Ryan was inundated with flood insurance activities, Glenn’s better half volunteered for this issue. A big
thank you to Christene for an excellent job.
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Proposed
company car
for the office
of Shed President!

Shed Sponsors & Supporters
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